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Ego omnibus meis optbus, omnibus conciliis, omnibus didlis atque fadlis 


repugnarim et refliterim crudelitati—— 
SA TUR DAY, 
Woven 


‘) Opinions of men in general, that an upright mi- 
? nifter was like the phoenix, a creature of the 
» imagination, which never exifted in reality. 
Even thofe who pique themfelves upon their 
candour and reflection, feem toconfider the gre 
nomenon. as portentous ; and when they hear 
fuch a character tainted by the breath of flander, obferve that the 
abufe and cenfure of the multitude isa kind of artillery, which hath 
-been levelled at all minifters; and that the management of this 
artillery, is one of the deareft privileges of the Englifh people. I 
am of a different fentiment; and if I can prove from the Britifh 
annals, that a mild government, and upright adminiftration, were 
feldom or never expofed to popular abufe 5. it muft be owned, that 
thofe who fo fcandaloufly .revile the prefent miniftry, mingling, 
every fpecies of falfhood with their reproach, have bafely degene- 
rated from the honefty of their anceftors.. This inference will ap- 
pear the more uncontrovertible, if I demonftrate, that all the cla- 
mour.againft kings and minifters, (except where’ religion inter - 


poled 


N honeft minifter of flate, in England, isa great 
© rarity. Indeed one would imagine, to hear the — 
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pofed to foment ‘difaffection) which hath flowed thro hiftory from 
thé conqueft to the prefent reign, was the effect/of. tyranny and 
‘We are not to look for written. libels againft the government, 
in the early ages of our empire, before our civil and religious li- 
berties were eftablifhed ;. when mens minds were contracted by.ig- 
norance, ghd their lips were padlocked by arbitrary power. Even 
when liberty firft degenerated into licenfe, and the fu bjects flew in the 
face of their fovereign, the oppofition did not arife among artifans, 
inferior tradefmen, and the lower clafs of plebeians, fuch as thofe 
who now prefume to direct the wheels of government. Not aray 
of liberty beamed on thefe degrees of the people. They were con- 
fidered as flavesy and overwhelmed under the preffure of the moft 
defpotic dominion, Refiftance to arbitrary powegs was a natural 
fight Claimed by the great Barons only; and this they afferted in 
the field, by the prowefs of their knights or military tenants:---~--- 
~ Tue reign of William the Conqueror was a tiffue of defpotifm 
and revolt. He parcelled out the‘lands of England among his 
chieftains, and each of thefe may be confidered as a minifter 
whom he’employéd ‘in breaking his new fubjeéts to his yoke. 
Whenhe firft revifited his.own country, he left the regency of En= 
gland in the hands of his own half-brother Odo bifhop of Bay- 
eux, and William Fitzofborne, two rapacious minifters, who feiz- 
ed all opportunities of fleecing the people, and at length provoked 


. them into.a revolt..~They-were joined: in the exercife of their ra-' 


pine, by Geoffrey bifhop of Coutance, who poffeffed two hundred 
and eighty manours, ufurped from the lawful tog As for _ 
Ono, heamaffed fo much treafure, that he refolved to purchafe 
the papacy; but was prevented by the vigilance of the Conqueror, 
who having received intimation of his defign, furprized him in 
the very a& of embarking ; apprehended him with his own hands, 
feized his treafure, and imprifoned him in the caftle of Rouen in 
Normandy, where he remained till William’s death. | 
THAT prince’s fon and fucceffor, William Rufus, repofed his 
chief confidence in a minifter of a ftill more odious charaéter, Ralf 
Flambard, fon of a prefbyter of Bayeux, who had _ingratiated 
himfelf with his fovereign, by projecting {chemes of oppreffion to. 
fill the King’s coffers. It was by. his advice, that Rufus caufeda 
new furvey to be taken of all the lands and property of the king- 
dom ; and wherever he found them undervalued in the Doomf-. 
day-book, he raifed the proportion of the taxes accordingly. Thefe 
arbitrary exactions gave rife to a con{piracy againft the life of Flam- 


bard, who was actually kidnapped on board of a vefiel to be aflaf- 


finated; but, he had the addrefs to gain over the affaffins, and lived 
to be promoted to the fee of Durham; the’, in the beginning of the 
next reign, he was committed prifoner to the Tower of London. 
From thence, however, he was releafed in the fequel, and refto- 
red to his bifhopric, of which he had been deprived, : 

Henry 
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Henry I. generally managed the reins. of his own government, 
tho’ he fometimes delegated his power to. minifters, who facrificed 
every idea of juftice to the arbitrary views of.their mafter. We 
know that his judges were barbarous and venal ; that Roger bi- 
fhop of Salifbury caufed a confiderable number of perfons, accufed 
of coining, to be deprived of their eyes, and caftrated, without 
form of trial ; and the tenants of the crown were fo opprefled with 
taxes, that they took all opportunities of meeting the king in his 
progrets and prefenting their plough-thares as ufelefs implements. 
Roger bifhop of Sarum, at certain periods, governed the -whole 
kingdom, and acquired vaft wealth and influence, which he after- 
wards employed againft the:daughter and heir of his benefactor, 
in favour of the ufurper Stephen, by. whom he was fo ill requited, 
that he died of grief and vexation., tae 
_ ufurpation of Stephen was rendered infupportable by, th 
infolence, cruelty, and exactions of his favourite William d’Ypres, 
Under the miniftry of this ftranger, every. {pecies of opppreffion 
was exercifed bya body of foreign mercenaries whom he had in- 
troduced. They plundered and burned the towns and _ villages, 
imprifoned, tortured, and even murdered the wretched people 
with impunity. _ Nothing could exceed the mifery of the Englith 
at this period : they were driven to defpair, and actually formeda 
con{piracy to maffacre all the foreigners in the kingdom. _ 
Henry IT. was his own minifter, and indeed his unwilling- 
nefs to part with any fhare of the adminiftration, was the chief 
caufe that induced not only the principal noblemen of his king- 
dom, but even his own wife and children, to engage in various con- 
{piracies againft his government and life, He maintained his prero- 
gative with amazing fortitude, againft all the artillery of Rome, 
and all the machinations of treafon: but this exertion of the pre- 
rogative never, interfered with the liberties of his people, which 
he intrenched with many excellent laws and regulations. : 
Wuite Richard Coeur de Lion. diftinguifhed himfelf in Pale- 
{tine, his kingdom was expofed to every kind of peculation, by the 
rapacity of William Longchamp bithop of Ely, a Frenchman of 
low extract, to whom he had entrufted the guardianfhip of the 
realm. This infolent foreigner behaved with the moft infuffer- 
able arrogance, and fet every thing to fale with the moft thameful 
venality. He had not difcretion enough to bear with moderation 
the civil authority and legatine power which were united in his 
erfon, but proceeded in fuch a career of extravagance and oppref- 
fion, that it was generally fuppofed his brain was difordered.— 
oHuN had many favourites, chiefly foreigners; but no minifters 
that aéted upon fixed principles. His conduct was influenced by 
the caprice of his own temper, in confequence of which he was 
overtaken with difgrace, difcomfiture, and ruin. 


~ Henry III. was one of thofe weak Princes, who never govern 


in their own perfons. As they have neither maxims, kngwledge, 
nor 
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nor fefolution, by which they can manage the helm of govern- 
ment, they neceffarily become a prey to infinuating, ambitious in- 
dividuals, who rule them and their realms in the characters of fa- 
vourites and minifters. Hubert de Burgh, in this capacity, ren- 
dered his fovereign odious to the nation, and brought himfelf to 
the brink of deftruétion. He was fuperfeded in his authority and 
influence, by Peter de Roches bithop of Winchefter, and his ne- 
phew Peter de Rivaux, who filled the principal pofts in the king- 
dom with their own countrymen from Gafcony and Poittiers, and 
provoked the Englith barons to revolt, by their infolence and op- 
preflion. Thefe Poitevins were no fooner removed from the King’s 
councils, than this weak Prince fell into the hands of another fo- 
reigner, William de Savourie, bifhop elect of Valence, and uncle 
to queen Eleanor, a prelate who infinuated himfelf fo artfully into 
the confidence of Henry, that he refigned himfelf wholly to his 
direétion ; and thefe minifters did not fail to entail upon him by 
their condoét, the contempt and deteftation of his fubjects, 

In the reigns of wife and refolute Princes, we hear of no bad 
minifters. Edward I. ftood by his own helm, and conduéted the 
ftate-machine with equal wifdom and fuccefs: but his fon was the 

emblem of imbecillity, and therefore dupe to a fucceffion of 
worthlefs favourites; firft to Piers Gavefton, and afterwards to the 
two d’Efpenfers, all of whom were facrificed to the refentment of 
the barons. ‘This was alfo the fate of Mortimer, who, in con- 
junction with the Queen-mother, engroffed the adminiftration 
during the minority of Edward III. Even this great Prince ‘out- 
lived all his vigour, and magnanimity. In hisold age, he was fo 
infatuated with the perfonal charms of his concubine Alice Pierce, — 
that he gave himfelf wholly up to her guidance, and connived at 
certain corrupt practices, in order to gratify the avarice of this in- 
famous woman. His fon John Duke of Lamcafter was contented 
to govern the kingdom under the fhadow of her influence; and 
engaged in fome fcandalous practices, which drew upon him and 
his accomplices, the hatred and vengeance of the people. 

Ar the world-has heard of the weaknefs, levity, and miifcon- 
duét of Richard II. of his minifters and favourites, Michael de la 
Pole’ Earl of Suffolk, Robert Vere Duke of Ireland, the Earl of 
Wiltthire, Sir John Buffy, Sir Henry Green, and Sir William Ba- 
got, by whofe pernicious counfels, he forfeited the affeGtions of his 
people, was deprived of his erown, and afterwards of his life. 

Tue two fucceeding Princes, the fourth and fifth Henrys, had 
too much fpirit to delegate the: adminiftration among favourites : 
but, this weakne{s proved fatal to the fixth of that name, whofe 
affairs were egregioully mifmanaged; firft by his two uncles, the 
Duke of Gloucefter and the Cardinal of Winchefter, and aft :rwards 


by his Queen Margaret, with her minitters,.the Dukes of Suffolk 
and Somerfet. 
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Epwarp IV, expofed himflf to the refentment of his moit 
spowerfi ul nobles, by allowing-Earl Rivers, and the other relations 
of the Queen, to engrofs the whole adminiftration, to govern the 
kingdom in an arbitrary manner, and to fubje@ the mot faithful 
fervants of the-crown to {uch mortifications.as provoked them. into 
rebellion. 

Every body has heard of Crookback’s three infamous mini- 
fters, Lovel, Radcliff, and Catefby; tho’ far from governing the 
ftate, they were no more than tools of their mafter’s. tyranny. 

Nor is any hiftorical faét better known than the extortion.of Hen- 
ry VII. which he praGtifed by means of two minitters, called Empfon 
and Dudley, who followed'the. profeffion of theJlaw, and employed 
all its fubterfuges in opprefling the fubjedts. with falfe accufations 
and imprifonment, until they were obliged to purchafe a mitiga- 
‘tion with the beft part of their fubftance, 

Tue pride, vanity, ambition and abitrary genius of Wolfey, who 
directed the councils of the Eighth Henry, are themes upon 
which every hiftorian has expatiated, 

The Duke of Somerfet, protector of the realm under Edward 
‘VI. was far from being a bad maa, tho’ he was a weak minitter, 
and fell a facrifice to the intrigues of a powerful rival who fuf- 
fered in-his turn, under all the weight of popular deteftation. 

Tue adminiftration of Mary was difgraced by the knavery of 
‘Gardiner and the brutality of Bonner. . 

ExvizBeru diftinguifhed between her minions and her mini- 
fters. Her minifters were not exempt from cenfure, tho’ gene- 
rally revered by the people; becaufe, while they acted as the fer- 
vants of the crown, they fhewed th:mfelves the friends.of the 

ublic. 
. Tue adminiftration of James I. was juftly ftigmatized as a ridi- 
culous fyftem of arbitrary power, influenced by infolent favourites 
whom their fovereign had diftinguithed for no other merit than 
perfonal beauty. 

In the reign of Charles I, ‘Buckingham was detefted for his 
pride, arrogance and contempt of the Commons, and Strafford 
for his haughty difpofition. 

Arrer the reftoration Clarendon was refpected for his virtue 
and integrity ; while thofe infamous minifters who conttituted the 
cabal, became the objects of popular execration. | 

It was not without reafon that the nation exclaimed againft 
the minifters of James II. the Earl of Sunderland, Tyrconnel, 
Jeffries and other evil counfellors, by whom he was encouraged 
in his defpotic principles and bigotry, which ended in his expul- 

One happy confequence of the Revolution was the liberty of 
the pres, which produced.a pientiful crop of altercation and fcur- 
tility, in the partizans of two inveterate factions, which difputed 
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the adminiftration with each other during the whole reigns of 
William and his fucceffor; and yet the cenfures and recrimina- 
tions that mutually pafied between the Whig and Tory minifters 
were generally founded on faéts which could not be controverted, 

As to the fyftem of-corruption which fucceeded thefe difputes, 
and prevailed for the greater part of the two laft reigns, it was 
fo flagrant and pernicious, that | believe there is hardly an indi- 
vidual now alive who will venture to fay that the clamour which 
it occafioned was frivolous or ill-founded. In juftice to the late 
minifter, it muft be owned that the fyftem expired when he 
affumed the reins of government; and as foon as corruption was 


exploded, all clamour immediately ceafed. 

ee ’ From this rude fketch then it appears, that the people of 
F ve England, at almoft every period of the common-wealth, have had 
eae but too much reafon to inveigh againft the conduct of the mini- 
a Be fters by whom they have been governed ; that evety upright ad- 
eit miniftration of former times hath pafled uncenfured, and been 
remembered with refpect ; and that the prefent, is the firft in 
the annals of Great Britain, diftinguifhed by a torrent of the foulett 
ee flander and abufe, poured upcn the character of a Prince, who de- 
Yerves to be the darling of :his people; upon the reputation of a 
5 minifter, whofe conduct has defied the fevereft {crutiny of ma- 

( To be continued, 
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